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following persons were present at a meeting in the Depart- 
ment of Defense on 14 Febnjary 1957; ™ 


Col. Bradish J. Smith, OSO/OSD 
James Kelliher, OSO/OSD 

Orvil Splitt. Offic e of Public Affairs, OSD 
Chief, 

wiiiiam V. Broe, Chief, FEj 


UDXIC , 

FEjn 

B pT 


2. Col. Smith had requested a meeting, stating that the Defense 
forSr?^ concer^d about the text of the proposed press release 
for ^e in tte event Downey and Fecteau came out of China. As the meet- 
ly developed it became obvious that the Defense Department’s concern 
they felt to be an extremely hostile press attitude 
^ slendered by the Department of State’s refusal to permit 

correspondents to visit Communist China. They were fearfiil -that 

-XtZl S ^.rLfuse 

of this hostility, would refuse to be satisfied with the present 
non-comnittal statement, but would use the statement and the whole 

nation for his attitude on the entrance of newsmen into China. 

discussion the OSD representatives asreed 
hat there was little that could be done to change the present agreed unon 

result in the most e^arrassing^ 

complications. It was their feeling, however, that, basedorthe 

^^^^sraph 1 above, CIA in the person ofthe 
representations to the Secretary of State to 
insure a friendlier press. The CIA representatives present expressed 
1+ alarmed over the situation, but agreed^that 

at express the Paragraph 1 problem to the Department 
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State, OSD reviews completed 
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mav,-!- tS® ^°^owlDg persons were present at a meeting in the Deijart 

ment of Defense on l 4 February 1957: ^ ® i«part- 


Col. Bradish J. anith, OSO/OSD 

James Kelliher, OSO/OSD 

QrvUle ap l itt . fif fice of PubUc Afteirs, 

Chief, FEp I 

wuuiam V. Broe, Chief, FEJ~J — 


OSD 


rv ?* ^ requested a meeting, stating that th*» rte-p«r,oa 

«s concerued al«mt the text of SfSH 

of this hostility, vould refuse to he satiefisd wfeh +i«^ because 
coital statemeni, hut uoulT!sr,S 

to Sr“tttS^^B*?h“^““ Secretary of state in^taltoSa 
lor his attitude on the entrance of newfianen into China. 

that Lr?riSSrt2t^uSri^ rc»S:%“SrLrTed“" 

complications. It was thSr feeling Z embarrassing 

toagraph 1 aho??; in the^so^‘'S ^’SrtoS’ 
^ representations to the Secretary of State to Lsots a * ' 

SS"^s:-.iS:tj“ 

the DCI 'PhAtr 4.1. 4. ^ ^bey saw no reason for any dernsrche by 

^SeS2‘r^eSft?^L J” POi»t^raised “ tL 

tnaka however, one which Defense might wish to 

sideratioS^of^^L^LShto IrZZ ton- 

«fUsed Ool. a.ShT™S;st“ta'rcS°X tS*p^“l^o“S.*“‘‘”“ 
^^tment, but they did agree to set up a meetim with Mr Walter 
McConnaughy of the Department of State for two pS>Ses: 
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a. To enable the Defense representatives to present their 
point to Hr* McConnaughy* 

b. To enable Mr. McConnaughy to explain to the Defense 
representatives the Department's policy on the newsmen, 
thw avoiding the necessity of CIA acting as a middleman 
between the two departments. 

^ 4 .x}' Department of Defense representatives 

discussion that we were not alarmed over the point 
* 4 . felt that It might be worthy of mention. The CIA 

representetives also made It clear that It was not our purpose in any 
McConna^ to be critical of the mattS^ which Se 
handling the newsmen-ln-Chlna problem and that 
the main point of the meeting was to have Defense put Its views to the 
Dep^tment of State since, if these views had any Lrit, U M^rbe 

the context of the overall 

problem. The CIA representatives suggested the meeting with Mr. 
McConnaughy In an attenpt to alleviate the considerablf amount of concern 
which TOs being generated in the Office of Special Operations of the 

reached the point where it could h^e 
je^ardized our current arrangements with OSD in the handling of the 

“““ " coition 


^ February I957. However, on 23 February! lour 

OSO, advised that the furor had died domi^' and that ll Tfelt^t^ So 

telephone conversation on the morning of 25 Februaryttot 
concerned about the matter and at the suggestion of the 
^^® “®®‘tdng with Mr. McConnaughy should be 
cancelled. The undersigned called Mr. McConnaughy andcancelled the 

r^reseitaW^ef '’® meet^th Defense 

representatives at a later date should they wish to do so. 
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